
First, I want to thank everyone for sharing their confidence in me 

to be your next president. The next year will be great and I wish to 

continue the course that we have laid out: gathering new and younger 

members and improving the shows we have currently been hosting.  

I also wish to thank Barry Smith for the great job he did with the 

club the last three years. 

Second, I am going to visit with as many of our senior members as 

possible to get a better feeling for the history of the club. I have had 

some very nice visits with members at their garages and have learned 

a lot.  

Lastly, I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year! 

P.S. Don’t forget to bring car related auction items to the January 8 

meeting. No yard sale type items please! 

Your humble servant,  

Mark Dinsmore 
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Club News 

♦ Prayers and thoughts con-

tinue for Bonnie Catlett and 

her family.  Bonnie's mom, 

Arsevella Pugh, passed on 

December 10 at the age of 

90.  If you wish to send Bon-

nie a card, her address is 

5601 Middle Road, Winches-

ter, VA  22602. 

♦ I am having a good time here 

even if it is a little cooler than 

normal. December 13 the little 

Plymouth that Jim Stup used 

to own got best MOPAR at the 

Gator Ford Tampa. Not bad 

considering all the nice cars 

here today. So far this is the 

biggest award given to the lit-

tle coupe this season.—J C 

Black 

♦ Frances Unger will be 98 years  

(See Member News on page 5.) 

logo 

Calendar 

• January 8: General 
Meeting and Annual 
Auction, 7:00 p.m.  at 
Holiday Inn. Bring an 

item or 10. 

• January 15: Board 
Meeting., Perkins 

Restaurant. 
 

Birthday Wishes! 

January 

3 Bonnie Catlett 

 Jim Heltzel 

7 Tom Rissler 

10 Dickie Wolfe 

14 Judy Powell 

  Margaret Sandresky 

  Ed Simmons 

18 Janet Sine 

20 Clayton Bennington 

26 Frances Unger 

27 Jan Smith 

29 Lisa Cadwallader 



Story Number 1: 

Many years ago, Al Capone 

virtually owned Chicago. Ca-

pone wasn't famous for any-

thing heroic. He was notori-

ous for enmeshing the Windy 

City in everything from boot-

legged booze and prostitution 

to murder.  

Capone had a lawyer nick-

named "Easy Eddie". He was 

Capone's lawyer for a good 

reason: Eddie was very good! 

In fact, Eddie's skill at  legal 

maneuvering kept Big Al out 

of jail for a long time.  

To show his appreciation, 

Capone paid him very well. 

Not only was the money big, 

but Eddie got special divi-

dends, as well. For instance, 

he and his family occupied a 

fenced-in mansion with live-

in help and all of the con-

veniences of the day. The 

estate was so large that it 

filled an entire Chicago City 

block.  

Eddie lived the high life of 

the Chicago mob and gave 

little consideration to the 

atrocity that went on around 

him. Eddie did have one soft 

spot, however. He had a son 

that he loved dearly. Eddie 

saw to it that his young son 

had clothes, cars, and a good 

education. Nothing was 

withheld. Price was no ob-

ject.  

And, despite his involve-

ment with organized crime, 

Eddie even tried to teach 

him right from wrong. Eddie 

wanted his son to be a better 

man than he was. Yet, with 

all his wealth and influence, 

there were two things he 

couldn't give his son; he 

couldn't pass on a good 

name or a good example.  

One day, Easy Eddie 

reached a difficult decision. 

Easy Eddie wanted to rec-

tify wrongs he had done. He 

decided he would go to the 

authorities and tell the 

truth about Al "Scarface" 

Capone, clean up his tar-

nished name, and offer his 

son some semblance of in-

tegrity.  

To do this, he would have 

to testify against The Mob, 

and he knew that the cost 

would be great. So, he testi-

fied. Within the year, Easy 

Eddie's life ended in a blaze 

of gunfire on a lonely Chicago 

Street. But in his eyes, he 

had given his son the greatest 

gift he had to offer, at the 

greatest price he could ever 

pay. Police removed from his 

pockets a rosary, a crucifix, a 

religious medallion, and a 

clipping from a magazine. It 

read:        

"The clock of life is wound 

but once, and no man has the 

power to tell just when the 

hands will stop, at late or 

early hour. Now is the 

only time you own. Live, love, 

toil with a will. Place no faith 

in time. For the clock may 

soon be still."  

 

Story Number 2: 

World War II produced 

many heroes. One such man 

was Lieutenant Commander 

Butch O'Hare. He was a 

fighter pilot assigned to the 

aircraft carrier Lexington in 

the South Pacific.  

One day his entire squad-

ron was sent on a mission. 

After he was airborne, he 

looked at his fuel gauge and 

realized that someone had 

forgotten to top off his fuel 

tank. He would not have 

enough fuel to complete his  

(See Heroes on page 3.) 

Two heroes, one great story of courage 
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The January General Meeting 
will also be the annual auction 
and is set for January 8 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Holiday Inn. Note 
the date change to the second 

Thursday. 

The board of directors will 
meet as normal on the third 
Thursday, at 7:00 p.m., at Per-

kins Restaurant.  

Looking ahead, remember 

February is a dinner meeting. 

January club 

meetings 



mission and get back to his 

ship.  

His flight leader told him 

to return to the carrier. Re-

luctantly, he dropped out of 

formation and headed back to 

the fleet. As he was returning 

to the mother ship, he saw 

something that turned his 

blood cold: a squadron of 

Japanese aircraft was speed-

ing its way toward the 

American fleet.  

The American fighters 

were gone on a sortie, and 

the fleet was all but defense-

less. He couldn't reach his 

squadron and bring them 

back in time to save the fleet. 

Nor could he warn the fleet of 

the approaching danger.  

There was only one thing 

to do. He must somehow di-

vert them from the fleet.  

Laying aside all thoughts 

of personal safety, he dove 

into the formation of Japa-

nese planes. Wing-mounted 

50 calibers blazed as he 

charged in, attacking one 

surprised enemy plane and 

then another. Butch wove in 

and out of the now broken 

formation and fired at as 

many planes as possible until 

all his ammunition was fi-

nally spent.  

Undaunted, he continued 

the assault. He dove at the 

planes, trying to clip a wing 

or tail in hopes of damaging 

as many enemy planes as pos-

sible, rendering them unfit to 

fly.  

Finally, the exasperated 

Japanese squadron took off in 

another direction.   

Deeply relieved, Butch 

O'Hare and his tattered 

fighter limped back to the 

carrier. Upon arrival, he re-

ported in and related the 

event surrounding his return.  

The film from the gun-

camera mounted on his plane 

told the tale. It showed the 

extent of Butch's daring at-

tempt to protect his fleet. He 

had, in fact, destroyed five 

enemy aircraft.  

This took place on Febru-

ary 20, 1942 and for that ac-

tion Butch became the Navy's 

first Ace of WWII and the 

first Naval Aviator to win 

the Medal of Honor.  

A year later Butch was 

killed in aerial combat at the 

age of 29. His home town 

would not allow the memory 

of this WWII hero to fade, 

and today, O'Hare Airport in 

Chicago is named in tribute 

to the courage of this great 

man.  

So, the next time you find 

yourself at O'Hare Interna-

tional, give some thought to 

visiting Butch's memorial 

displaying his statue and his 

Medal of Honor. It's located 

between Terminals 1 and 2.   

SO WHAT DO THESE TWO STORIES 

HAVE TO DO WITH EACH OTHER?  

Butch O'Hare was "Easy 

Eddie's" son. 

— Submitted by Carol Witt 

Heroes (Continued from page 2) 
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Club Meeting Hosts for 2015 
February needed (Dinner Meeting) 

March Dick & Diane Giles 

April Bob & Josie Engle 

May needed 

June Bill Carl 

July Gene Ramey & Judy Powell 

August Jim Heltzel 

September Mark Dinsmore & Barry Smith 

October needed  

November needed (Dinner Meeting) 

December needed (Cookie Exchange) 



There was a good turnout of 

members for the annual 

Christmas party which was 

held on December 12 at the 

Holiday Inn South.   

After the social hour and 

the excellent banquet, out-

going president Barry Smith 

gave a summary of all the 

2014 club activities, including 

the three car shows (Apple 

Blossom, MSV, and Edinburg), 

sponsoring the Poorman’s 

Tour, and several fun runs. 

Curt Mason did the instal-

lation of new officers in Art’s 

absence. 

Mark Dinsmore, new club 

President, presented his vision 

for the coming year, including 

encouraging greater member 

participation and recruitment 

of new members. 

Also that evening, George 

and Lynn Travers presented 

the coveted Steering Wheel 

Award to Angie Yonnaly. 

— Submitted by Robert Engle  

& Craig Comontofski 

2014 SRAACA Christmas party 
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New Board and Officers for 2015. 

Good food, good friends, good fun! The 2014 
Christmas Party was a great success and in-
cluded announcements and awards including 
the Steering Wheel Award which went to 
Angie Yonnaly (above, right) and prizes which 
included snow globes and Hess trucks (above, 

center). 



Classic! 
On May 31, 1927, the 
last Ford Model T 
rolled off the assembly 
line. It was the first 
affordable automobile, 
due in part to the as-
sembly line process 
developed by Henry 
Ford. It had 2.9-liter, 20
-horsepower engine 
and could travel at 
speeds up to 45 miles 
per hour. It had a 10-
gallon fuel tank and 
could run on  kerosene, petrol, or ethanol, but it couldn't 
drive uphill if the tank was low, because there was no fuel 
pump; people got around this design flaw by driving up hills 
in reverse. Ford believed that "the man who will use his skill 
and constructive imagination to see how much he can give 
for a dollar, instead of how little he can give for a dollar, is 
bound to succeed." The Model T cost $850 in 1909, and as 
efficiency in production increased, the price dropped. By 
1927, you could get a Model T for $290. "I will build a car 
for the great multitude," said Ford. "It will be large enough 
for the family, but small enough for the individual to run 
and care for. It will be constructed of the best materials, by 
the best men to be hired, after the simplest designs that 
modern engineering can devise. But it will be low in price 
that no man making a good salary will be unable to own 
one - and enjoy with his family the blessing of hours of 
pleasure in God's great open spaces." 

- Submitted by Linda Comontofski 
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young in January.  Frances 

was honored at the Freder-

ick County Active Living 

Center in 2013 as the Old-

est Active Member in the 5 

county area.  If anyone 

would like to send her a 

card, her address is: Fran-

ces Unger, 5179 Barley 

Drive, Stephens City, 

VA  22655. 

 

Pictured, at right, are daughter, Fran 

Unger-Ring; Frances; special friend Leon 

Sparks; and son-in-law, Tom Ring. 

Member News  (continued from page 1.) 

1914 Model T Ford Station Wagon 

1928 Penny Postcard Car Repair Mailer  
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SHENANDOAH AACA 2015 OFFICERS 

President  

Mark Dinsmore 

235 Lick Run Crossing  

Stephenson, VA  22656 

(540) 514-4097 

Vice President 

Bob Engle 

501 Brill Road 

Star Tannery, VA  22654 

(540) 465-8680 

Secretary 

Linda Comontofski 

1501 West King Street 

Martinsburg, WV  25401 

(304) 267-6471 

Treasurer 

Bonnie Catlett 

5601 Middle Road 

Winchester, VA  22602 

(540) 869-6668 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Duane Catlett 

5601 Middle Road 

Winchester VA 22602 

Craig Comontofski 

1501 West King Street 

Martinsburg, WV  25401 

(304) 267-6471 

Sarah Kilmer  

Sunshine Lady 

514 Warm Springs Avenue 

Martinsburg WV  

(304) 267-2326 

Jerry Lunt 

1621 Lockes Mill Road 

Berryville VA 22611 

(540) 995-2696 

 Barry Smith 

104 Launchris Drive 

Winchester VA 22602 

(540) 667-9275 

Jim Tillery 

1502 Spring House Court 

Winchester VA 22601 

(540) 678-1565 
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