
 

 

   MAY 
 CALENDAR 

 
May 1 

  Shenandoah Region participation in the 

Apple Blossom Grand Feature Parade.  

Participants will receive assembly in-

structions in the mail from Bill Shepherd 

May 5 

  Apple Blossom Show field marking at 

the park, 4 PM. 

May 6 

  Shenandoah Region Membership Meet-

ing at the War Memorial Building, Jim 

Barnett Park.  See Club Meetings, pg. 2. 

May 7 

  52nd. Annual Apple Blossom Meet Early 

Bird Tour.  Departs from Winchester 

Travelodge at 1:00  PM. 

May 8 

  52nd Annual Apple Blossom Meet, Jim 

Barnett Park.  See schedule of events, pg. 

4. 

May 20 

  Shenandoah Region Board of Directors 

meeting.  See Club Meetings,  pg.. 2. 

May 21-23 

  Import & Kit Nationals, Carlisle Fair-

grounds, Carlisle, PA 

May 23 

  Shenandoah Region Fun Run.  See pg. 2 
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Cut out and Save 

Yesterday I received a letter from J. Gordon Brown, Meet 

Chairman of the Fredericksburg Virginia Region of AACA. 

In it he described the events taking place during his Region’s 

53rd annual car show on June 5, 2010 in Fredericksburg and 

extended an invitation for members of the Shenandoah Re-

gion to attend.  I have also been communicating with Frank-

lin Gage of the Bull Run Region after chatting with him at 

the National Meeting, and Carol Witt and Jim Stup have 

been communicating with Bull Run folks about a fun run to 

Manassas to see the Edgar Rohr Museum and the Bull Run 

Region’s annual meet in September.  As a result of our re-

cent discussions with folks from the Museum of the Shenan-

doah Valley about assisting them with a car show in July, 

we’ve also been in touch with the Potomac Region of the 

Cadillac-LaSalle Club regarding any interest their members 

may have in participating in the Museum’s events, and we 

expect to be contacting other nearby clubs to invite them to 

the Museum show as well.  Finally, we continue our long-

term relationship with Queen City Region through the annual 

corn-roasts and Poor Man Tours. 

       I mention these efforts because I believe strongly that 

partnering with other organizations is a valuable and impor-

tant part of the activities we should be sharing as a club.  

Valuable in that the Shenandoah Region will benefit from 

building stronger ties with other clubs to increase attendance 

at our annual meet and minimize the possibility of overlap-

ping events such as this year’s Old Dominion Meet.  Impor-

tant because if we as a club are to grow and prosper we must 

offer our members interesting, informative, and downright 

fun activities for them to participate in.  Meeting new people, 

viewing and learning about a host of different antique cars, 

and attending a more diverse set of activities will increase 

the level of enjoyment for all those involved. 

       So as you interact with the external community of an-

tique car hobbiests, I encourage you to not only reach out to 

folks who might like to join our Region, but to seek out op-

portunities for sharing your interest in the antique car hobby 

with members of other regions as well. 

 

Cheers,  Curt        



 

 

            3-Gerry Sandy 

               Ronni Anderson 

           6-Shirley Pierce 

    10-Hube Kline  

          16--Roberta Hill 

          20-Sally Wolfe 

          24-Bill Sandy 

    25-Jerry Kerr 

          27-Jenny Boxley  

          31-Linda Stewart    

May 
Birthday Wishes to: 

Club News  MAY MEETINGS 
Our May Membership Meeting will be held on 

May 6 at the War Memorial Building Jim Barnett 

Park at 7:00 PM.  Our host is Eric Kirk.   

 

This will be a covered dish meeting like our sum-

mer meetings at the shelter.  The club will supply 

the fried chicken and bread, and everyone is asked 

to bring a covered dish or dessert to share. 

 

The May Board of Directors Meeting will be held 

on May 20 at 7:00 PM at the War Memorial Build-

ing.  Since this Board Meeting will be the first one 

following our Apple Blossom Show, we will con-

duct a Show retrospective.  If you‟re interested in 

how we did at the Show, plan to attend the Board 

meeting. 
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Since we have had many new members join our 

club recently, it seems timely that we post this 

little reminder.  We should wear our name tags to 

all club functions like meetings, Fun Runs, etc. so 

our new members can relate names with faces. 

Model T‟s Across America!!  At the April mem-

bership meeting Jim and Edna Cross narrated the 

first half of a video program depicting the 30-day 

journey they made between June 14 and July 12, 

2009, from New York City to Seattle.  Commemo-

rating a similar event sponsored by several automo-

bile manufacturers in 1909, 53 Ford Model T’s 

made the long and slow trek across country and 

were greeted enthusiastically in almost every town 

they passed through. Ford Motor Company cele-

brated their arrival at the Dearborn Rouge Plant by 

escorting all the T’s through the inner portions of 

the plant. Jim and Edna’s colorful narrative and the 

video gave everyone a good feel for the fun and 

excitement of their “once in a lifetime” adventure.  

They plan to return in the fall to entertain us with 

Part 2 covering the completion of their journey 

from St. Louis to Seattle.  

 

Help the Club by Purchasing Club Merchan-

dise.  Liz and Hubie Kline are leading the club’s 

efforts to celebrate and publicize your membership 

in the Shenandoah Region while at the same time 

allowing us to put a few more dollars in the club 

treasury.  Place your orders with Liz for hats, polo 

shirts, sweatshirts and jackets and come to the Ap-

ple Blossom Meet dressed in the latest Shenandoah 

Region style.  You can phone her at (540) 877-

1549 or email huelizava@aol.com 

 

Sunday Fun Run Results   
Many thanks to Mitch Orndorff and Rockie Fera 

for planning and hosting a great Fun Run on Sun-

day, April 18.  We had a very interesting tour of 

Mitch and Pam’s SpecialMade plant south of Win-

chester and were treated to a presentation about the 

history of SpecialMade and a couple of great car 

stories. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club News cont’d., pg. 7 
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FOR SALE 

 

1954 Studebaker Commando Conastoga Wagon station 

wagon.  V8, 3 spd. trans.,  much NOS bright work and 

wagon specific parts to go with it.  Also, literature, shop 

manual, body manual, & station wagon manual.  $3900.  

Call Eric Kirk, 540-662-4483. 

 

1965 Mustang coupe.  6-cyl., automatic.  Call Boyd Kilmer 

at 304-267-2326 for more info. 

 

„56 T-bird.  Black with hardtop.  V8, automatic, wire 

wheels.  $23,900. 

„89 Chevy Cavalier Z 24. Red over white.  80K miles. One 

owner.  $6900. 

„56 Chevy 210.  454 engine with 400 Turbo transmission.  

New chrome throughout and new wiring.  Green and white.  

$22,500. 

For any of the above 3 cars call Jack, 540-247-5557. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2003 Dodge Ram 1500 pickup.  Loaded with A/C, power 

everything including power mirrors, tilt wheel, AM/FM 

radio w/CD player, keyless entry, aluminum wheels, ABS 

brakes, bedliner and cruise.  6/7500 warranty and 20 in. 

wheels.  62,228 miles.  Has 5.7 hemi V-8 engine..  $10,900.  

Call Kasey, Brian or Morgan at 540-662-0656.  (photo 

above). 

 

1925 Paige 4-dr. Brougham, good original condition, some 

work completed.  $7509.  Call Bill Melton at 434-842-3391 

between 5-8 PM. (from Bumper To Bumper, newsletter of 

the Piedmont Region, AACA 

 

1955 Chevy 4-dr. station wagon.  One owner, all original, 

70,000 miles, 6-cyl, 3-spd on column w/OD.  No holes or 

dents, perfect glass, Must see.  Rare find.  Call Kim at 540-

683-1947.  Leave message. 

 

1941 Ford Business coupe Special.  Rare model.  Rebuilt 

flathead, 62,000 miles.  Rust-free Nebraska car.  $14,000.  

Dale Baliles,  540-877-3691. 

 

1936 Packard 120B 4-dr. sedan. Dual side mounts, excellent 

condition throughout.  $26,000.  Call James Cox at 540-459-

2592 or 703-517-1575 (cell). 

GET WELL 

Shirley Pierce took another fall and sustained 

multiple bruises and contusions. 

George Weidig fell and injured a shoulder.  He‟s 

due to take an MRI to assess the damage. 

Jesse Curry (our dinner chef) had 4-way bypass 

surgery April 16, and will be in rehab for ap-

proximately a month.   

THANK YOU 

To Sharon & Wayne Parker for the super spread 

of refreshments and snacks at the April member-

ship meeting. 

CLUB MERCHANDISE 

Liz Kline announces she has some club merchan-

dise available and will order more.  Sweatshirts 

are $20, hats are $8,  jackets, and polo shirts are 

$18.  See Liz at the May meeting or call her at 540

-877-1549. 

APPLE BLOSSOM INFO 

Bonnie requests that members bring light re-

freshments to the Friday Night Party to share. 

Also, toys and other automobilia are needed for 

display at the Friday party. 

The show field tent will be set up on Friday, May 

7 at 3:00 PM.  Please come and help. 

           

Calling all Cars to the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley 

Car Show.  On July 17 the museum will be hosting an open 

house of the Glen Burnie Gardens in celebration of the “Elvis 

at 21” exhibit of photographs of Elvis developed by the Smith-

sonian Institution and hosted by the Museum this summer. We 

are working with the Museum folks to sponsor an antique car 

show from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. on the 17th as part of the celebra-

tion, which is also expected to include food vendors, Elvis im-

personators, WINC radio broadcasts, and other fun events for 

guests of all ages will be presented.  Admission to the museum 

galleries will be free to all those arriving in an antique vehicle 

and there will be no registration fee for the car show.  As our 

Activity Chairman, Jim Stup is leading a small group of our 

Region’s members to work with the Museum in planning, pro-

moting, and carrying out the show.  All members are encour-

aged to contact Angie Yonally as soon as possible to let her 

know you plan to attend and to provide her with information 

about the car(s) you plan to bring.  She can be reached at (540) 

667-7921 or by email at yonallya@yahoo.com. 

 



 

 

IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT 

  

TOM & MARY LOU  RISSLER 

 

 While growing up in the hills of Harpers Ferry, 

West Virginia, I learned to drive a Model A Ford.   I 

mowed yards making anywhere from $.50 to $1.50 and 

saved $65.00.  I had to borrow $60.00 from my father to 

buy my first car, a 1930 Model A 4door sedan which I 

still have after 56 years.  I had to pay my father $5.00 

monthly until all the debt was paid.   I also had to buy 

tags, insurance, gas and pay for any upkeep myself.   My 

next car was a 1941 Buick 2-door fastback that I drove 

while attending Shepherd College. 

 

 Art Bragg and I worked together during the late 

1950’s, and he told me about a car club in Winchester 

called The Rebel Car Club, that would be having an out-

ing at the Earl Shade Farm, so we attended.  A short time 

later, the Shenandoah Antique Car Club was formed, 

which I joined.  I think only a couple months passed and 

we were known as the Shenandoah Region AACA Inc. 

 

 I married Mary Lou Ramey in December 1960.  

We moved to Winchester and were lucky to find a garage 

for $10.00 a month for my Model A Ford.  Shortly after 

moving, we bought another Model A and found a garage 

beside our other Model A, again, $10.00 a month rent.   

 

  In 1964 Bill Sandy built a garage at my current 

address, and  we moved both Model A’s to the new ga-

rage.  In 1965, Bill built our home that we moved into in 

August 1965.   In 1966 we sold the last Model A, and  on 

George Washington’s Birthday in 1967,  bought a 1936 

Ford Cabriolet which we still have, along with a 1950 

Ford convertible.  Mary Lou and I have been  members of 

the Early Ford V-8 Club of America for 41 years.   We 

also have a 1957 Chevrolet Belair 2 door hardtop.  We 

also had a 1957 T-Bird for 12 years and only put 615 

miles on it during this time.  We sold it 4 years ago and I 

hated to see it go, however after four back surgeries, it 

was very uncomfortable.  We had a couple other cars dur-

ing this time which we didn’t keep very long. 

 

 The Shenandoah Region has chanced off a few 

cars over the years and members would volunteer to take 

the car to downtown Winchester on Friday and Saturday 

nights to sell chances.  This was when there was traffic 

and parking downtown.  We would also go to Ward’s 

Plaza (Winchester’s first mall) to sell chances.  Members 

would take the car to other shows during the summer 

months to sell chances.   

 

 Back during the 1960’s and 1970’s, there were 

lots of shows to attend.  Bill Sandy and I volunteered to 

take the Model A Roadster pickup to Damascus, Mary-

land.  A little past Jefferson, Maryland, Bill blew the wolf 

whistle and then I heard and saw a state trooper with 

lights flashing behind me, so I pulled over.  He said it was 

illegal to blow a wolf whistle in Maryland but he would 

take it easy on me and only give a warning ticket, and 

signed it S.B. English.  Guess you know what I named 

him.  I believe I still have the ticket.  These are some of 

the things you never forget, I’m sure some of the other 

members may have stories to tell.  Charles Zuckerman 

(former Mayor of Winchester) won this vehicle. 

 

  

 During 1969, our club held our first Eastern Na-

tional Spring Meet with a little over 600 cars in atten-

dance.  During the same year we built the shelter in Jim 

Barnett Park, and in the late 1960’s and up to mid 1970’s, 

our club held a car show on Labor Day each year for 

about six years at the Nichols Store on Berryville Avenue.  

This was a good fundraiser for our club as Nichols paid 

for the trophies, plaques, and advertising in the paper and 

on the radio.  We played games using the cars and a lot of 

fun was had by all.  I can remember during one of these 

meets, the temperature was 100.  Bob Pierce delivered 

cold drinks that we served from the tubs from the back of 

his Chug-A-Mug. 

 

 I attended my first Hershey show in 1959 when 

the car show was held on the football field and the flea 

market was in the end zone.  Hard to believe how it has 

changed. 

 

 Bill Sandy and I started as old car parts vendors 

in 1972 at the fall Hershey show.  I am still hanging in 

there after 38 years.  I’m also into vintage tags.  Stop by 

at Hershey and see us in the Chocolate Field, space C2B5 

1-55. 

 

 This is a great hobby to make friends and have a 

great time with your pride and joy no matter what type of 

car you have. 

 

 Mary Lou and I have been members of Shenan-

doah Region for many years and expect to be for many 

years to come. 
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APPLE BLOSSOM SHOW COMMITTEES 

 Meet chair: Duane Catlett 

 Ass‟t chairs: Jim Stup, Art Bragg 

 Chief Judge: Dickie Wolfe 

 Traffic Control: Rockie Fera (chair), Ed Carden, John 

Driver, Gary Ridings, Bob Engle, Jerry Kerr, “Greek” 

Dunigan, Bill Shepherd 

 Field marking: Carl Ay, Boyd Kilmer, volunteers 

 Special Awards: Duane Catlett, Bob Pierce 

 Flea market/car corral: Jeff Feltner,Hube Kline 

 Banquet decorating: Liz Kline, Angie Yonally, Faye 

Weidig 

 Registration/late registration: Linda Comontofski, Pat 

Dawson, Sharon Parker, Ibby Stratton, Joyce Carden, 

Craig Comontofski 

 Show car parking: Ron Howser, Don Howser, volun-

teers 

 Friday Night Party: Bonnie Catlett, Duane Catlett 

 Clean-up: Bruce Dawson, volunteers 

 Photographer: Nate Rhodes 
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 FUN RUN 

 

Shenandoah Region will hold its May Fun Run  

on Sunday, May 23.  Meet Art Bragg at 1:00 PM 

at the parking lot for the old A&P store on Am-

herst St. next to the Rite-Aid drug store.  We will 

travel to the Feltner Community Museum where 

Shenandoah Region member Jeff Feltner (son of 

Helen & Wilbur Feltner) will open the museum 

especially for our group.  This private museum is 

only open to the public on special occasions. 

 

Our second stop is at the Art Bragg mansion 

near Brucetown to view Art‟s collection and to 

tour his new annex. 

Club News, continued from pg. 2 

 

After that, we headed up to the new Shenandoah 

University Pharmacy School where we were given a 

tour of a re-creation of a turn-of-the-century pharma-

cies by pharmacy school dean Dr. Alan McKay. 

 

  The pharmacy was originally located in Shepherds-

town, WV, and the school has transferred the entire 

apothecary including fixtures, and pharmacy imple-

ments that were  used to compound the prescrip-

tions.  Also included is the fully restored and work-

ing antique soda fountain that was located in the 

pharmacy.   

The display also includes a complete set of soda 

fountain containers from Gaunt’s Pharmacy in Win-

chester, that Patsy Cline cleaned when she worked at 

Gaunt’s as a soda jerk-ette,   (photo, next column) 

before her fame as a country singer and her untimely 

death in a plane crash. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My 2010 science class project.  (Note: This is an 

account by Paul Rose’s son Preston Tucker Rose, 

who attended the April membership meeting to dis-

play and demonstrate a Ford ignition system that 

he and Paul had put together for a school science 

class).   

My father and I built a V8 Ford distributor tester 

and rebuilt a 1936 Ford distributor for my 2010 

school science project. The tester shown in the 

photo below operates on a six volt battery con-

nected to a distributor where the points are trigger-

ing a signal for the coil to spark. The voltage is then 

sent through the spark plug wires, where a gap be-

tween the electrode of the spark plug and the 

grounded base produces a high voltage spark across 

them. These sparks are timed by the position of the 

rotor and the contacts of the distributor cap. Spark 

is one of the key elements needed for an internal 

combustion engine to work. The others are fuel, 

oxygen and compression.  
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