
Welcome to Fall, Region!! 

Well, folks, Fall is upon us, and as of today, the 18th of October, seems to 
be upon us with a bit of vengeance.  The weekend was absolutely beautiful, and 
today dawned dark and dreary.  It is time to start putting our babies to bed for the 
winter, changing the oil, airing up the tires, checking the antifreeze for those of 
us unlucky enough to be without a garage, and so on.   

The show season is about over with, the traditional last show of the season 
is at Miller’s Crosspointe lot sponsored by the Hopper’s club here in town.  We 
have had good participation at this show in the past, so hopefully we’ll keep up 
the good work and make a good showing of our vehicles at this meet.  

Our board meeting was held on the 16th at Perkins, as usual.  We discussed 
several issues which concern the club, primarily those of the dates for the upcom-
ing show season.   

It was formally decided that the 2015 Apple Blossom show will be held on 
May 9th, the second weekend of the month.  We also scheduled the Museum of 
the Shenandoah Valley show for the 18th of July, 2015.  Our third show venture, 
the Edinburg Olde Time Festival will be, as it stands now, the third weekend in 
September, 2015.   

(See President’s Column on page 3.) 
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Calendar 

• June 5: Meeting, 7:00 p.m.,  
Shelter, Jim Barnett Park,  

Winchester. 

• June 8: Fun Run to Randy Smith’s 
Place. Details available at the 

general meeting. 

 

Birthday Wishes! 

May 

3 Gerry Sandy 

6 Shirley Pierce 

10 Hube Kline 

18 Barbara Pumphrey 

20 Sally Wolfe 

24 Bill Sandy 

25 Jerry Kerr 

27 Jenny Boxley 

 

June 

3 Bo Weddle 

4 Carl Ay 

5 Larry Moore 

6 Ruth Bly 

Don Lombard 

9 Bob Grant 

11 Sal Cascio 

19 Bob Engle 

21 Ed Carden 

 Mitch Orndorff 

27 Mary Lou Rissler 

 George Travers 

30 Pat Dawson 
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Club Calendar 

• November 6: General 
Meeting, 7:00 p.m., 
Brucetown United  

Methodist Church. 

• November 20: Board 
Meeting, Perkins Restau-

rant. 

 
 

Birthday Wishes! 

November 

1 Carole Ay 

4 Charlotte Stratton 

5 Gary Ridings 

10 Chris Coon 

17 Elsie Grant 

22 Linda Comontofski 

24 Gene Ramey 

30 Peggy Unger 

 

Lynn Gawel, AACA Staff member 
at HQ, received a call from an AACA 
member who is looking for cars for a 
movie being filmed in Orange, VA.  

They are looking for several 1960’s 
Chevrolet Camaros, preferably bright 
colors.  

They also need early 1960’s cars, 
nothing too large: VW, Corvairs, Val-
iant, that type of car.  

The Camaro would be used for what 

they car the hero’s car. This is a low 
budget film so they would be willing to 
pay for gas and food during filming. 
None of the cars need to be pristine, 
HPOF or driver cars are fine. 

Any region members who would be 
willing to do this, just for fun and to 
see their cars on film can call Norm 
Althouse at 540-915-4057.  

They are shooting now thru Nov. 
22nd. 

Classic cars needed for film 



By Rich Largent 

We bought an old car. The 
manner by which we came to possess 
it was a story unto itself, at least so I 
thought until I decided to join a car 
club.  

As it is a Model A, we initially 
joined the nearest organization dedi-
cated to Henry's genius but found the 
hour and a half drive to attend the 
monthly meetings would most likely 
preclude much participation on our 
part.  

Looking closer to home, I was 
astonished to find a chapter of the 
Antique Automobile Club of America 
resided right here in Winchester.  

I made it a point to attend the 
very next membership meeting.  

It was winter so the meetings 
were being held in the War Memorial 
Building. Knowing no one and not 
very good at walking blindly into 
such circumstances, I entered the 
room and took a seat at a remote ta-
ble. As the members slowly arrived,  

I was first impressed by how 
many couples were in attendance, 
then by the camaraderie that was be-
ing displayed as each couple or indi-
vidual greeted one another.  

One particular individual 
seemed to make it his plan to say 
hello to everyone entering or was 
sought out by those not seen by him 
when they did arrive. Eventually his 
gaze fell upon me, still sitting some-
what on the fringe.  

Across the room he came, with 
a bound in his step that at first 
seemed a bit intimidating, direct in 
purpose and no escaping the intended 
direction. "Hi, I'm Bob Pierce, don't 
recall seeing you before. Are you a 
new member?"  

When I explained I was hoping 
to join and had come to see about it, 
he seemed delighted and quickly ex-

plained the process. Indicating I 
would need to fill out an application, 
he excused himself to retrieve one for 
me.  

Upon his return, I realized I 
hadn't introduced myself and upon 
doing so, a strange look momentarily 
crossed his face. "Largent, Largent", 
he mused.  

"Your grandfather was Brady 
Largent wasn't he, lived on Stewart 
Street, after moving from a house on 
Leicester, owned grocery stores in 
town, died during the war I think".   

Somewhat dumfounded, I heard 
myself confirming his queries all the 
while my mind struggling to catch up 
with his continued line of questions.  

Seizing upon my obvious con-
fusion, he paused and a great wide 
smile replaced the furrowed brow of 
inquiry. " 

Your grandfather bought the 
house on Stewart Street in 1940. He 
bought it from my family. I was six at 
the time and was living there with 
several cousins and uncles and aunts 
and we couldn't afford it. Just shows 
you how folks managed during those 
days."  

Such was my introduction to 
Mr. Robert Pierce. His comments 
were not offered as some indictment 
of the have's versus the have nots.  

It was a history lesson that tied 
me into the fold, made me feel a part 
of the group from one outstretched 
hand to another, from one time to 
another, a link facilitated by an inter-
est in old cars. Of course, he spon-
sored my application for membership 
as I have to imagine he had done for 
scores of folks over the years. 

After joining, my wife and I 
were constantly amazed at how often 
we would encounter Bob and his wife 
and not just while attending club 
functions. At the Mall, "down the 

street" in Old Town Winchester, at a 
concert or at a local theatre, he was 
never at a loss for recognizing us and 
remembering our names, something 
that has never been my best attribute.  

"Where had we been, had we 
been to our home in North Carolina 
recently, was I getting much flying 
in"?  

Yes, Bob was a salesman, and 
these things could be considered part 
of his trade, acquired abilities, as it 
were.  

To put too much stock in such a 
notion I think would do the man quite 
an injustice. It was his manner to em-
brace the people around him, to enjoy 
them and to sincerely want to know 
how life was treating them.  

In September, we said our 
goodbyes to Bob. I think the club did 
him proud with the procession of re-
markable old machines following him 
to his final resting place.  

After the gravesite ceremony, 
in true car lover fashion we returned 
home, changed our clothes and 
hopped back in the Victoria and went 
to a car show.  

It was, I think, what Bob would 
have encouraged us to do.  

Actually I'm convinced of it, 
for as if to check up on us, shortly 
after arriving at the show we saw one 
of Bob's grandsons enter the grounds 
driving "Chug a Mug".  

Though I couldn't see him sit-
ting in the passenger's seat, I know he 
was there.   

I have come to know the 
"Region" as a fascinating group of 
people, not just car lovers, but people 
lovers, due in large part I believe to 
that fine gentlemen, that energetic 
man with a ready handshake and wel-
coming smile, that exuberant person-
ality who used to live in my Grand-
mother's house.  

Taking Measures: Remembering Bob Pierce 
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These events are the headlin-
ers for our club, so let’s get them on 
our calendars, and plan to support 
the club as we have in the past. 

Our November meeting will 
be held at the Brucetown Methodist 
Church, on November 6th.  We 
must thank  Art Bragg for setting 
this up for us.   

Art also advised us that he 
will not be able to open his ga-
rage(s) to our club due to some 
landscaping issues and darkness 
this time of year.  I am sure we will 
be able to peruse Art’s fantastic 
collection in the spring next year.   

Art is always a gracious host, 
and we do thank him for all he does 
for our group. This meeting will 
also be where we will vote for our 
2015 officers and directors. Ballots 
will be included in the November 
issue of this newsletter which can 
be printed at home, or we will also 
have printed ballots available at the 
meeting.   

Advertising for our newsletter 
for next year was discussed and the 

board decided that we will continue 
with the business card-type adver-
tising which has been used in the 
past for the newsletter.  It was de-
cided that an ad of this size will be 
$20 for the year, and we will ap-
proach each of the current advertis-
ers to see if they will continue to 
advertise.  Those current advertisers 
will be contacted in the coming 
months to make their decision on 
this project.   

Preliminary indications are 
that the current folks will continue 
to place their ads.  If anyone knows 
a business or and individual whom 
they feel might be interested in an 
ad in our newsletter, please contact 
them, and advise them of the 
method of advertising, collect a 
business card, and $20 from them.   

Please forward the card to 
Donna, and the funds to Bonnie.  
We will then see that the ad is 
placed.   

Our Christmas party is in the 
planning stages, and will be held on 
December 13th at the Holiday Inn.  
The menu has been decided upon 
and will be 2 entrees, turkey and 
dressing and a pork dish.  There 
will be two vegetables, salad, des-
sert and beverages.   

A cash bar will be available 
beginning at 6 PM and dinner will 
be a 7 PM.  Please remember to 
bring toys for display during the 
evening, and plan to be there for the 
meal and the fellowship.  We will 

install the 2015 Officers at this 
meeting, as well. 

Jim Stup provided the mem-
bers an anecdote about his misfor-
tune during the return trip of the 
Poor Man’s tour.  He suffered a 
blowout, or so he surmised when 
his right front tire deflated on the 
’56 Mercury.   

Further investigation several 
weeks later unearthed the reason for 
the mishap.  It was not a tire prob-
lem, it was a valve stem problem.  
Older cars use a larger diameter 
hole in the rim for the valve stem 
than do newer vehicles.  

We must be careful to use the 
correct valve stems to fit the diame-
ter of the hole in the rim.  If we use 
a later stem in an older wheel, espe-
cially with radial tires which flex 
differently than bias ply, the stem 
can be forced out, resulting in im-
mediate deflation.   

We thank Jim for bringing 
this information to us!! 

Remember to forward any 
information that you would like to 
offer to the membership to Donna, 
preferably by the 20th of the month 
so that she can get it included in the 
next issue of the Split Rim.   

Our newsletter is coming to-
gether nicely, and as each month 
passes, we get better at it!! Please 
keep those “cards and letters” com-
ing! 

PAGE 3 THE SPLIT RIM VOLUME 27  NO. 11  

November MeetingsNovember MeetingsNovember MeetingsNovember Meetings    
Our November member-

ship meeting will be held on 

November 6  at the Bruce-

town United Methodist 

Church. 

The  of Directors Meet-

ing will be held on Novem-

ber 20 at the Perkins Res-

taurant at 7 p.m.  

President’s Column (Continued from page 1.) 

Remember to check the club website for more 
information on club activities:  www.sraaca.com 





SHENANDOAH REGION 

AACA 

P.O. Box 3326 
Winchester VA 22604 
shenandoahvalley@gmail.com 

www.sraaca.com 

[Newsletter Editor: Donna Smith — 2work4good@gmail.com] 

Hershey AACA  
Congratulations to club members at 

the HERSHEY AACA fall meet. 

• Wayne & Sharon Parker, 1929 Ford, 
repeat preservation 

• Paul Rose, 1963 Studebaker,  
1st Junior 

• Sally &Dickie Wolf, 1969 Plymouth, 
Repeat preservation 

• Bob & Josie Engle, 1987 Buick GN, 
1st Junior 


