
 

 

   APRIL 
 CALENDAR 

 
April 1 
  Shenandoah Region Membership Meet-

ing at the War Memorial Building, Jim 
Barnett Park.  See Club Meetings, pg. 2. 

 
April 8-11 
  Southeastern Spring Meet, Charlotte, NC.  

Hosted by Hornets Nest Region, AACA.  
Info:704-841-1396 

 
April 15 
  Shenandoah Region Board of Directors 

meeting.  See Club Meetings,  pg.. 2. 
April 18 
  Shenandoah Region Fun Run.  See pg. 2 
 
April 21-25 
  Spring Carlisle 
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TTHEHE R ROADOAD A AHEADHEAD  
 

W e l l , 
thank goodness that’s over, eh? I mean, winter, of 
course.  Cold, brutal, and breaking records, as bil-
lions of individual flakes of that lovely white stuff 
accumulated to 40 inches or more at a time, render-
ing our sleeping beauties incapable of making their 
way out of the garage and making the roads so 
treacherous that there would be no venturing out for 
a mid-winter spin. But that weather, as well as 25% 
of 2010, is now behind us, and we should all be 
ready to have some serious road fun over the next 
eight months. So let’s turn our attention to what lies 
ahead for the Shenandoah Region. 
     Certainly the Apple Blossom Parade and the Re-
gion’s Meet will bring folks and their cars to life 
within the next few weeks. Thanks are due to Bill 
Shepherd for his corralling folks for the parade and 
to Dwayne, Art, the Comontofskis and others in-
volved in the ongoing planning for this year’s Apple 
Blossom Meet. We hope the Sun Gods will rule in 
May as a repayment for the harsh winter we experi-
enced, resulting in a great turnout of vehicles and 

Cont’d. on pg. 5 



 

 

            2-Darla Murphy 
           9-Mary Blazej 
   Lynn Travers 
           13-Dwayne Knight 
           21-Bill White 
     Grant Johnson 
           29-Boyd Kilmer     

April 
Birthday Wishes to: 

Club News  APRIL MEETINGS 
Our April Membership Meeting will be held on 
April 1 at the War Memorial Building Jim Barnett 
Park at 7:00 PM.  Our hosts are Sharon & Wayne 
Parker.  
 
The April Board of Directors Meeting will be held 
on April 15 at 7:00 PM at the War Memorial 
Building.  This will include another Apple Blossom 
Show planning session, so interested show partici-
pants and committee chairs please plan to attend.   
This will be the last planning session before the big 
show, so if you’re interested in what’s planned for 
the show, come to this meeting.  
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FUN RUN 
 

Shenandoah Region will hold its first Fun Run of 
the year on Sunday, April 18.  Meet Rockie Fera 
at Ward’s Plaza on Valley Ave., Winchester at 
1:30 PM. 
 
We will travel to Mitch & Pam Orndorff’s office/
shop for a tour then depart for the Shenandoah 
University Pharmacy School near the Hospital 
for an ice cream social.  Route will be through 
the countryside and hopefully some of the Spring 
trees  will be in bloom. 

Our March 4 Membership Meeting featured a sumptuous 
spread by Annette & Bill Busko, the likes of which has rarely 
been seen at our meetings.  It looked like a buffet at a fancy 
restaurant with bread and spinach dip, cheeses, pepperoni and 
crackers, a variety of fresh fruits, pastries, cakes and other des-
sert items, coffee, sodas and other items too numerous to men-
ton. (photo below).  Thanks Annette & Bill.  You’ve set a high 
standard that may be tough to follow. 

President Mason introduced Julie Armel and Catherine Bogaty 
from the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley.(MSV).  Julie gave 
a slide presentation of the activities and displays of the MSV 
while Catherine passed out MSV brochures and admission 
vouchers. 
Julie described an upcoming major MSV exhibit and solicited 
our participation.  The event, “Elvis At 21” will run from July 
10 through October 10, and will feature photographs by Alfred 
Wertheimer of Elvis Presley as he was on the verge of super-
stardom in 1956. 
Julie asked if we could supply two to five cars of the fifties 
vintage for display in front of the MSV on Saturday, July 10 
with preference going to ’56 cars, and a ’56 Cadillac  being 
especially desirable.  July 10 marks the opening of the Elvis At 
21 exhibit, and will be a fundraiser featuring live music, Elvis’ 
favorite foods and much more.   
Julie also asked if we would participate in a car show on July 
17, which is a Saturday and coincides with the MSV Gardens 
Day.  On this special day, the MSV invites the public to visit 
the gardens and galleries free of charge.  (photo of Julie below). 

Club News cont’d, pg. 3, below Car Corral 
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FOR SALE 
 

1929 Franklin air-cooled 4 dr. sedan.  Put in garage about 
30 years ago.   Interior has been devoured, but the rest is 
still there and needing a lot of work.  $2000 or best offer.  
Call D.L. Rosenberry, Clearspring, MD, 301-842-2261. 
 
1965 Mustang coupe.  6-cyl., automatic.  Call Boyd Kilmer 
at 304-267-2326 for more info. 
 
1977 Corvette, 350 engine, 4 spd, T tops, custom paint, Cor-
vette gray, pwr. windows, 60,000 miles.  $14,000. 
1983 Firebird, automatic, pwr. windows, V6.  $2000. 
1991 Ford F150 truck, 4X4, bench seat, 2 sets of wheels and 
tires, 8 ft. bed, A/C, automatic, pwr. Windows.  $2500.. 
For any of the above 3 vehicles call Kay or Joe Kitner, 540-
667-2519. 
 
‘56 T-bird.  Black with hardtop.  V8, automatic, wire 
wheels.  $23,900. 
‘89 Chevy Cavalier Z 24. Red over white.  80K miles. One 
owner.  $6900. 
‘56 Chevy 210.  454 engine with 400 Turbo transmission.  
New chrome throughout and new wiring.  Green and white.  
$22,500. 
For any of the above 3 cars call Jack, 540-247-5557. 
 
2003 BMW 3-series (330ci).  Black, loaded, power every-
thing.  Sunroof, leather interior.  6/7500 warranty.  101 k 
miles.  $12,900.  Call Kasey, Brian or Morgan at 540-662-
0656. 

GET WELL 
 

Eric Kirk was hospitalized for blood clot prob-
lems.  He was in Winchester Hospital but is home 
now as of this writing. 

 
Our Secretary, Carol Witt had surgery recently.  
She’s home now and feeling better every day. 
 
 Dave Plank was at our March membership meet-
ing and reported that Betty  is home now and re-
covering from her fall.  Dave thanked everyone 
for the Get Well cards and well wishes for Betty. 
 
Jim Stup had shoulder surgery and must be do-
ing OK as he has been seen at club functions. 
 

THANK YOU 
 

THANK YOU-s  go to Bob Pierce, Jerry Kerr, 
Art Bragg, Curt Mason, Dan Rowzie, Wayne 
Parker, Wayne Patteson, Bill Carl, Bill Anderson, 
Rockie Fera, and Tom Bundy for donating $50 
each and to junior member  David Wilkins for 
donating $20 to cover the cost of  maintaining the 
‘13 Pierce-Arrow at the AACA museum for their 
Adopt-A-Car program.  The Club was unable to 
cover the cost of the program at this time, so 
thanks to the generosity of these members, the 
car will not go unadopted.  Bob Pierce notes that 
if we can get another group of members to make 
similar donations, another car can be adopted.  
Call Bob if interested. 
 

APPLE BLOSSOM PARADE 
 

Bill Shepherd reports that all is in readiness for 
our Club’s participation in the Apple Blossom 
Festival Grand Feature Parade on May 1.  The 
club will have 15 of our cars leading off the pa-
rade which will start at 1:00 PM.  Bill will notify 
the participants of time and place to assemble 
when he gets that information from the Parade 
Committee. 

Club News, continued 
Julie expressed a desire for 75-100 cars that would be parked in 
a field adjacent to the Glen Burnie mansion.  President Mason 
told Julie that he would check with the local Cadillac club to 
ask about the ‘56 Caddie.  Other local and nearby clubs 
(Yesterday’s Cruisers, Valley Cruisers, Queen City Region, 
Bull Run Region, Sugarloaf Mountain Region) will be invited 
to participate along with Shenandoah Region. 
Julie said the MSV would spring for 150 dash plaques, produce 
(with our cooperation) a flyer advertising the July 17 event, and 
check with nearby James Wood Middle School to see if partici-
pants trailering their cars could park their trailers in the school 
parking area. 
 
On Friday, September 10, MSV holds a Gardens At Night event 
with a live music performance from 7—9 PM.  We may be 
asked to participate in this event too, since it occurs during the 
Elvis At 21 exhibit. 
 
All in all, these MSV events sound like they could be fun and 
an opportunity to see the MSV exhibit free of charge. 
We’ll keep the membership informed as information is devel-
oped 
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IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT 
  

ART BRAGG 

 
And that’s the way it was…………is. 
 
 
It all started as a young child…..attending auction 
sales. My grandparents were in the nursery business 
and when all the early spring plants had been sold, 
they would attend Saturday auctions traveling in 
their Model “A” Ford and I would accompany them. 
That’s got to be how I got the auction bug! 
 
Of course, all young boys liked toys – cars and 
trucks. I recall two in particular, one a 1951 Ford Se-
dan in medium blue and a 1949 yellow International 
pickup. Don’t know where the Ford came to me from 
but I believe the truck came from the local Interna-
tional Harvester dealer, C.I. Brumback. Our Next-
Door neighbor worked for Brumback’s. I remember 
building out of wood, my garage/dealership with a 
showroom. Wish I still had it but as I grew older the 
toys gave way to school and a career. 
 
Ironic that my first antique automobile, a 1923 model 
“T” Ford Sedan purchased from the original owner 
in 1959, was trucked home by the same neighbor. I 
kept this vehicle for 40 years before it went to a new 
owner. But, along the way, I had purchased other big 
toys to enjoy like an American made RR and a 1956 
Thunderbird. 
 
With my interest in antique cars and the notification 
in the local paper that local owners were interested in 
forming an antique car club, my brother Frank, also a 
car lover, and I attended these first meetings. From 
this group, The Shenandoah Region of the Antique 
Automobile Club of America came to life. In the 
early years of the region we participated in the an-
nual Apple Blossom feature parade, which was held 
on Friday thus leaving Saturday for our annual Apple 
Blossom car meet. The festival headquarters were 

very supportive of us participating in the parade and 
would cut (back then called) stencils by typing our 
car meet information on them and running them off 
on a hand cranked mimeograph machine with the 
end result in purple ink.  
 
In the region, I believe I’ve served in every office 
and three times as region president. I’ve been active 
in the region for over 50 years. At the region’s an-
nual Apple Blossom car show I along with Bob 
Pierce, David Plank, Thomas Rissler and Bill Sandy 
were honored with a 50-year membership pin from 
AACA.  
 
Being active in the Shenandoah region, my late good 
friend, Edgar Rohr was serving on the National 
AACA board and also had been a national president. 
He suggested my name for consideration to serve on 
the AACA board. I was selected to appear on the bal-
lot and was successful from the election thus, serving 
for 15 years.  During those years, I served as differ-
ent Vice President’s and in 1982 the AACA board of 
director elected me to serve as the National presi-
dent, truly a great honor in a great hobby. In this 
hobby you meet the greatest people and many have 
become life long friends. Unfortunately some have 
passed such as Walser & Edgar Rohr, Margaret & 
Ralph Burkhart, George Norton, Henry & Betty 
Krusen, Vernon Unger and others. They left me with 
great memories. 
 
The Rohr’s and I traveled to many car events for 
years and while Edgar’s interest was in cars and toys, 
Walser’s was in collecting dolls. Having collected so 
much of their likes it became necessary to display 
such in their Manassas museum. Having Edgar talk 
toys with me, my interest from childhood was rekin-
dled and I became involved in many toy purchases. I 
remembered I had purchased toys at an auction many 
years ago and went looking for them in the attic. I 
found an iron yellow arcade taxicab, an iron train 
and an 1898 German Gutterman Automobile. Lucky 
for me, I also found that Mother had saved many of 
my childhood toys and games, but I couldn’t find the 
blue 51 Ford or the yellow International pickup. The 
Rohr estate and museum were dispersed though 
many auctions and I was fortunate in purchasing 
many toys prior to and at the auction thus, adding to 
my growing collection. Walser left her extensive doll 
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collection to the Manassas Downtown Museum for 
daily visitors to enjoy. Attend the 2010 Poorman’s 
Tour and see her contribution. 
 
Approaching retirement, a friend and “Mr. Fix-it” 
who had done a lot of work for me on the property 
got involved in enclosing a part of the garage for a 
toy room. That became full then another garage for 
vehicles and toys was built, followed with another 
addition since I have not been successful in finding a 
room stretcher at any of these many auctions. In 
2009 I found it necessary to build a new annex. I’m 
trying very hard not to fill it quickly. Almost every 
Saturday is planned to attend a selected auction 
based on the items offered. Sometimes the van 
comes home full of treasurers!  Now, the 50 years of 
collecting includes many vehicles with the earliest 
being a 1903 Cadillac (1st year) and some orphan 
brands through 1967. Walls are covered with signs, 
display cases of toys and miscellaneous antiques – 
something to interest everyone, I  hope. 
 
And YES, the collection does now include the blue 
1951 Ford and the yellow 1949 International pickup 
purchased at a toy show. So the childhood contin-
ues…………… 

flea market vendors, bringing a smile to Bonnie 
Catlett as the coffers overflow.  
     We have a full calendar of other events to fol-
low those, including several well-organized fun 
runs courtesy of Jim Stup, Carol Witt, and the ac-
tivities committee and hosts, as well as some inter-
esting program meetings this year thanks to Bill 
Carl, Liz Kline, and our meeting hosts. Even with 
the great planning they accomplished, we were for-
tunate enough to be tossed a wild card or two, the 
most interesting one being a request from the Mu-
seum of the Shenandoah Valley to help them or-
ganize a number of summer events celebrating the 
Museum and its premiere 2010 exhibit, “Elvis at 
21,” a traveling road show of stunning photographs 
of Elvis at age 21 organized by the Smithsonian 
Institution. Like our First Friday event that Bill 
Anderson has arranged for August, this will be a 
great opportunity to showcase our club’s automo-
biles to the public, while at the same time assisting 
our neighboring museum to make the most of their 
2010 signature exhibit. 
     I am also hopeful that a couple of initiatives I’ve 
proposed recently will bear fruit. The first is to de-
velop an inventory of cars owned by the club’s 
members. Using the updated list of e-mail ad-
dresses, I was able to poll about half the member-
ship as to their views on the utility of such a data 
base for enhancing communications between our 
members interested in learning more about other 
members cars, restoration techniques, and other 
resources available.  Initial responses have been 
mostly positive, with some great ideas coming back 
to me, including one from Barry Smith that we fos-
ter an open exchange of information between the 
club’s members through an online “members-only” 
forum.  Following Barry’s suggestion, we’ve also 
established a Google Group known as aaca-
shenandoah-region to share members’ knowledge 
and information.  If any members are interested in 
joining the group or contributing to the inventory, 
please either e-mail me at cmasonwhf@aol.com or 
call me at 304 724 7008. I encourage those of you 
who are still holding back on use of the internet to 
dive into the pool, or at least stick your toe in to get 
a feel for how much fun (and utility) it can be. 
      May your road ahead be clear and your wind-
shield remain bug-free. (Hint from Heloise: Use a 
gasoline-soaked q-tip to lift those little critters off 
the glass) 

Curt  

President’s Message cont’d from pg. 1 
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 The following article is re-printed from The Hub & Spoke, 

newsletter of the Lynchburg Region, AACA. 

These Christie’s Corner articles are written by Lynchburg Region 
member Jamie Christie.  Jamie must have a huge collection of 
automotive publications, a fantastic memory, or both.  We’re 
grateful to the Lynchburg Region. 



 

 

SHENANDOAH REGION AACA 
2010 OFFICERS  

 PRESIDENT 
Curt Mason 

3735 Summit Pt. Rd.. 
Charles Town, WV 25414 

304-724-7008 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Liz Kline 

260 Brookannleigh Dr. 
Gore, VA 22637 

540-877-1549 

TREASURER 
Bonnie Catlett 

5601 Middle Road 
Winchester, VA  22602 

540-869-6668 

SECRETARY 
Carol Guyer-Witt 

1803 Berryville Pk. 
Winchester, VA 22603 

540-665-1948 

    

    

Wayne Parker 
18132 Airmond Rd. 

Round Hill, VA 20141 
540-751-0686 

 

Bill Carl 
4619 Harry Byrd Hwy. 
Berryville, VA 22611 

540-955-3678 

Jim Stup 
1890 Deer Rapids Rd. 
Strasburg, VA 22657 

540-465-5066 

Jim Gibbons 
105 Stanley Circle 

Winchester, VA 22602 
540-722-2346 

    

    

 

Shenandoah Region website: www.sraaca.com.   E MAIL: shenandoahregion@gmail.com 

 

2010 BOARD MEMBERS 

Bill Shepherd, Editor 
361 Liza Kate’s Lane 

Winchester, VA  22603 
540-888-0209 

blshep@shentel.net 

Duane Catlett 
5601 Middle Rd.. 

Winchester, VA 22602 
540-869-6668 

Sunshine Lady 
Sarah Kilmer 

514 Warm Springs Ave. 
Martinsburg, WV 

304-267-2326 


