
 

 

   NOVEMBER 
 CALENDAR 

 
November 2 

  Election Day.  Get out and vote! 

 

November 4 

  Shenandoah Region Membership Meeting at 

the War Memorial Bldg.. See Club Meetings, 

pg. 2. 

 

November 7 

  Daylight Saving Time ends.  Fall back. 

 

November 11 

  Veteran‟s Day.  Free meal at Golden Corral 

and 10% discount at Lowes with ID for vet-

erans. 

 

November 14 

  Shenandoah Region Board of Directors 

meeting.  See Club Meetings,  pg.. 2. 

 

November 25 
  Thanksgiving Day.  Be thankful for many 

things including living in the greatest, free-

est country in the world! 
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Cut out and Save 

     On Saturday morning, October 23, after a nice breakfast at IHOP, I 

was preparing to take advantage of the absolutely spectacular fall 

weather and get on my home‟s metal roof to do some scraping and 
painting before winter‟s icy blasts arrive. Just as my foot hit the first 

rung of the ladder, the phone in my pocket rang. „Twas my wife Su-

zette, saying she passed a sign in Ranson, a small town adjacent to 

Charles Town, announcing the town‟s Centennial celebration, includ-
ing its “1st annual” car show that day. Hmm, what should I do? Beauti-

ful day, warm, sunny, dry. Can the roof painting wait a bit? 15 minutes 

later, after dusting off the Model A pickup, I was heading toward Ran-

son.  25 minutes later I was registered and parked in the shadow of 
Ranson‟s Town Hall. Nearby were the other 80 registrants, almost all 

of them muscle cars and modifieds from the 50‟s, 60‟s and 70‟s, plus a 

few restored antiques. My „28 was the oldest in the bunch and since 

it‟s more a daily driver than a show car, it was feeling pretty much out-
classed by all the chrome and bling of its highly polished neighbors. 

But it was a great day for Suzette and me to relax and chat with folks 

who share our interest in old cars and to promote the Shenandoah Re-

gion with one of our new magnetic signs. 
     This show was the second to pop up here in Jefferson County in the 

past year, with Charles Town hosting a similar show just last month 

which drew about 125 cars.  Winchester too has had its share of new 

shows, including a nice show out by the airport in September and the 
“Hoppers Halloween Show” on Sunday that drew 170 entries, includ-

ing a number responding to the organizers‟ call for cars built in 1960 

which are celebrating their 50th birthday. These events all seem to be 

tapping into the interest and appreciation that many Americans have 
for a wide range of automobiles, ranging from antiques to modern 

muscle cars.  They also seem to be gaining in popularity as a low-cost 

form of entertainment for a lot of age groups, from old geezers like me 

to young families with kids in the stroller.   
     Perhaps it‟s time for us to seriously consider reaching out to others 

in the community who share many of our members‟ interest in older 

cars in all stages of preservation, from HPOF-like “survivors,” to 
100% restorations, to classic car customs and hot-rods. Given our ex-

perience in organizing successful “antiques-only” events like the Ap-

ple Blossom Meet, I‟m thinking we might do well to organize a similar 

fun-raiser (and fund- raiser!) for the fall, open to any and all vehicles 
more than 25 years old, which are presented with nice trophies reflect-

ing judging more along the lines of our show‟s “best of” specialty 

awards rather than rigorous restoration standards.  I encourage those of 

you who would be willing to participate and/or assist in such an event 
to contact me or other board members to express your interest.  

    In the case of the Ranson show, judging was done by local organiza-

tions, such as the Independence Fire Company and the Ranson Police 

Department. They even had a Mayor‟s Choice Award and since the 
Mayor is a really laid-back kind of guy, and has held the job for 25 

Continued, pg. 4 



 

 

           1--Carole Ay 

           3-Ian Stewart. 

           4-Charlotte Stratton 

           5-Gary Ridings 

              Floyd Griffith 

          10-Chris Coon 

          13-Tom Bundy 

          16-Tim Dudley 

          17-Elsie Grant 

          22-Linda Comontofski 

          24-Gene Ramey 

November 
Birthday Wishes to: 

Club News 

NOVEMBER MEETINGS 
Our November Membership Meeting will be held 

on November 4 at the War Memorial building, Jim 

Barnett Park at 7:00 PM.  Our hosts are Lora & 

Bill Shepherd.  This will be a pizza meeting..  The 

Club will supply canned sodas and bottled water.  

Cost will be $5 p/p.  Call Bonnie to make reserva-

tions (540-869-6668).  Please do it now if you know 

you will be eating pizza at this meeting.  Fair warn-

ing:  If you don’t make reservations, you cannot 

partake of the oizza.  Lora and Bill will order piz-

zas according to the number of reservations, and it 

would not be fair to those who made reservations if 

we run out of pizza because their share was eaten 

by someone who did not make reservations 

 

The November Board of Directors Meeting will be 

held on November 18 at 7:00 PM at Shoney’s Res-

taurant on Berryville Ave.  
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WOW!  What a spectacular Poor Man‟s Tour we had!  Tour 

Guide Carol Witt put in an enormous effort to make this tour a 

success and, it was. 

We formed up in the Costco parking lot  on Saturday, October 2 

where Carol handed out folders with a complete description of 

our stops, route and mileage between stops.  Not only that, but 

the folder contained brochures for the places we were going to 

stop.  No way was anyone going to get lost on this tour. (photo 

next column). 

Our first stop was at the  Stribling Orchard in Markham, where 

we sampled some of their baked apple products and purchased 

some fresh-picked apples of various varieties. (2nd photo at 

right). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next stop was the town of Culpeper via some scenic roads 

where we stopped in the Museum of Culpeper History.  

Culpeper has a long history dating back to its formation in 

1759.  It was a pretty old town by the time of the Civil War in 

which it played a big part. 

After the Museum Lora and I took a side trip to the Culpeper 

Airport where we visited the home of the National Capitol 

Squadron of the Commemorative Air Force.  They had a few 

WWII warbirds on display which were probably only of interest 

to people like me, but Lora willingly joined in.  I got to sit in 

the cockpit of an AT-6 trainer. 

Most Poor Man‟s tourists stopped for lunch before setting out 

for the Belmont Distillery, where we toured the “facilities”.  

Belmont distills legal “moonshine” and exports the stuff all 

over the world. 
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FOR SALE 

1941 Olds 4 door.  35,300 miles, new chrome bumpers, new 

brakes and exhaust pipe.  $8500.  (301) 582-0752. 

 

1937-early 1938 Chevrolet engine.  216 cu. in. engine, 85 hp.  

w/NOS Chevrolet valves.  (540) 662-3393. 

 

1923 Model T engine w/radiator.  (540) 327-1374. 

 

Model A engine.  Ran before being removed from vehicle 

about 15 years ago.  Has head and pan on it.  First $300 gets 

it.  Also many other Model A parts and some Model T 

parts.  Call George Weidig (540-662-8337. 

 

WANTED 

1936 Ford speedometer.  Call Bill Sandy 540-662-3393. 

 

UPHOLSTERING 

Jerry Lunt reports that he had a good, prompt and fairly 

priced upholstering job done at Steve’s Upholstering at 208 

N. Buckmarsh St. in Berryville.  Steve can be reached at 

540-955-2286. 

GET WELL 

NancyRohr had eyelid surgery recently.. 

We wish Nancy a speedy recovery. 

 

Louise Norton is home now recovering from her fractured 

hip. 

ADOPT-A-CAR 

Bob Pierce is once again collecting $50 donations to re-

adopt the AACA Museum Pierce-Arrow we adopted last 

year.  If you want to participate in this worthy Museum 

program call Bob (540-662-9328) or see him at the Novem-

ber meeting to make your donation. 

THANK YOU 

To Carol Witt for creating the best Poor Man’s Tour we’ve 

seen in a long time. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To Gerry & Bill Sandy on the occasion of their 50th 

wedding anniversary on October 16.  Bill and Gerry 

were married at the First United Methodist Church in 

Winchester. 

To Rockie Fera  for taking a First Preservation award 

for his ‘38 Packard and a Repeat Preservation for his 

‘66 T-Bird; 

To Wayne Parker for his First Senior for his ‘29 

Model A pickup; 

To Dickie Wolfe for his Repeat Preservation for his 

‘69 Road Runner; 

To Charlotte Stratton for her Repeat Driver Partici-

pation award for her ‘65 Ford; 

To Mike & Carol Witt for the HPOF award for their 

‘13 Cartercar. 

WITH SYMPATHY 

To Mike Witt who was given a ticket by an apparent 

rookie recent police academy grad state trooper for 

properly displaying  a legitimate VA historic vehicle 

tag on his Cartercar as he was driving into the Her-

shey show field..  This has resulted in a hue and cry 

from AACA officialdom and the last word has not 

been said on this ridiculous display of police incompe-

tence.  Go get ‘em Mike! 
ELECTIONS 

Elections will be held at the November Membership meet-

ing.  Look for the ballot on pg. 7.  Ballots MUST be brought 

to the meeting for counting. 

.CHRISTMAS PARTY 

This year’s Christmas Party will once be held again at the 

Winchester Travelodge on December 11.  This is earlier 

than usual so mark your calendars.  Price will be $18 p/p, 

same as last year.  Program and menu will be in next 

month’s Split Rim. 

 

Some of our tourists bought bottles (full) and other souvenirs, 

then we departed for our hotels to check in and prepare for our 

banquet at the Holiday Inn Express..  We had a great meal, then 

came the feature of the evening—the Talent Show!  Turns out 

that a few of our tourists wanted to entertain us with musical 

selections.  First up was Paul Rose who played the National 

Anthem on his guitar. 

Next Bill Stover gave us a song by singing “Without A Song”, 

followed by JC Black who performed a trumpet solo.  (photos 

on pg. 4).  That‟s Preston Rose, son of Paul and Ann, acting as 

JC‟s music stand.  The Queen City guy sitting on the left is 

NOT holding his ears,  He‟s holding his head, probably because 

he‟s tired from the day‟s activities  We had several of our 

friends from Queen City Region joining us on this tour as can 

be seen in the third photo on pg. 4. 

(Club News continued, pg. 4) 
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(Club News, cont‟d from pg. 3) 

Banquet photos below: 

 

years, and is getting up in years, and isn‟t as impressed with chrome 

and bling the way a younger mayor might be, his three picks included 

two of the three Model A‟s in the show. One of those was a “less than 
showroom-new-look” little old farm truck which had, only hours be-

fore, been dreaming of its many years of service and the toll they had 

taken on it. Needless to say, even in its wildest dreams, it never would 

have imagined having an opportunity to share the spotlight with all 
those sparkling show cars on such a fine fall afternoon.  Guess who 

owns that farm truck.                                      Curt 

From The President, continued from pg. 1 

After breakfast the next day, the Tour headed out for Montpe-

lier, the beautiful restored home of James Madison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Madison is known as the father of the Constitution and the Bill 

of Rights.  His wife, Dolly Madison is perhaps as well known 

as James. 

From Montpelier and lunch, we traveled to the Roaring Twen-

ties Museum. 

This place had a fascinating collection of 20‟s vintage cars and, 

well, junk from yesteryear.  The guys from “American Pickers” 

would have loved this place. 
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Our October Membership meeting featured a talk by Keith Bow-

man, manager of the Winchester Battery Mart store.  As ex-

pected, Keith was very knowledgeable about anything to do with 

batteries and answered lots of questions about care and mainte-

nance of ANY kind of battery, not just lead-acid car batteries. 

Club News, continued 

After the Roaring Twenties Museum, most of us hit the road for 

home, knowing we had just completed one of the best Poor 

Man‟s Tour ever! 

Here‟s a shot of Carol and her able Assistant Tour Guide, Shan-

non Deahl.  Shannon, a non-club member, hung in there and 

was a cheerful helper to Carol.  Thank you Carol and Shannon 

for a memorable Tour. 

Don‟t know how many of you have read your most recent 

issue of  Antique Automobile.  In that issue appears a photo 

of a gathering of past AACA Presidents.  Our own Art Bragg 

had that honor.  The photo below shows Art and many of his 

colleagues gathered at the 75th Anniversary celebration of 

AACA in Louisville, KY.  Art is 4th from right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Couldn‟t close this issue without a shot from Hershey.  The 

photo below shows Mike & Carol Witt next to their infa-

mous Cartercar which the PO-lice found so unacceptable. 
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SHENANDOAH REGION AACA 

2010 OFFICERS  

 PRESIDENT 
Curt Mason 

3735 Summit Pt. Rd.. 

Charles Town, WV 25414 

304-724-7008 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Liz Kline 

260 Brookannleigh Dr. 

Gore, VA 22637 

540-877-1549 

TREASURER 
Bonnie Catlett 

5601 Middle Road 

Winchester, VA  22602 

540-869-6668 

SECRETARY 
Carol Guyer-Witt 

1803 Berryville Pk. 

Winchester, VA 22603 

540-665-1948 

    

    

Wayne Parker 

18132 Airmond Rd. 

Round Hill, VA 20141 

540-751-0686 

 

Bill Carl 

4619 Harry Byrd Hwy. 

Berryville, VA 22611 

540-955-3678 

Jim Stup 

1890 Deer Rapids Rd. 

Strasburg, VA 22657 

540-465-5066 

Jim Gibbons 

105 Stanley Circle 

Winchester, VA 22602 

540-722-2346 

    

    

 

Shenandoah Region website: www.sraaca.com.   E MAIL: shenandoahregion@gmail.com 

 

2010 BOARD MEMBERS 

Bill Shepherd, Editor 

361 Liza Kate‟s Lane 

Winchester, VA  22603 

540-888-0209 

blshep@shentel.net 

Duane Catlett 

5601 Middle Rd.. 

Winchester, VA 22602 

540-869-6668 

Sunshine Lady 

Sarah Kilmer 

514 Warm Springs Ave. 

Martinsburg, WV 

304-267-2326 
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IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT 

  

MARK & CAROLYN DINSMORE 

    

was hired with Prince William County FD. Eight 

miles to the gallon would not cut it five days a week 

@120 miles per day!  

 

Two years before I retired I had enough money for 

another GTO. I found a '67 GTO HT in FL. I flew 

down to W. Palm Beach and bought it. Drove it 

home and began to really learn about auto repair and 

restoration. I replaced all the wiring harnesses in the 

engine compartment and under the dash. The old 

ones were so butcherd up I was afraid of an electrical 

fire. I replaced the heads, intake and carbs, learning 

how to set valve clearances, timing and trace down 

gremlins along the way. 

 

Since then I have purchased a '66 Pontiac Grand Prix 

and a '69 GTO Judge. I sold the GP to have some 

cash to work on the Judge. The Judge I found by 

word of mouth at a cruise in one day. I bought it be-

cause of the rare original paint color, Goldenrod Yel-

low. I discovered from Pontiac Historical Services, 

that it may be the only one in existence in that color. 

It is a retirement investment car. Now with Pontiac 

gone, I may be able to make some money from it in 

ten years or so. I took the front end apart one month 

after buying it, and restored the engine compartment 

and drive train back to like new condition. Thank 

heavens for reproduction parts! Most of the junk-

yards in N. Virginia are stripped of these models 

thanks to the state. The restoration of the front end 

and drive train took about eight months of steady 

work. I reused every original part I could. I also 

learned how to rebuild the motor, which I did in my 

garage with help from Barry Smith, my “piston ring 

grinder”. A really rewarding experience for me as I 

had never attempted it before. Knock on wood, it 

runs perfectly after about 300 miles. 

 

Finally, I own a '30 Pontiac 2 dr. sedan. I purchased 

this from a friend in Cleveland. He got it from a 22 

year old kid who got in over his head. It is a chopped 

body shell, with a set of '32 Ford boxed frame rails 

and a '32 Ford front suspension with disc brakes. 

That's my starting point for a Pontiac hotrod. 

 

We have toured all over the country on my Harley 

and in the Mercedes. I have driven all of RT.66 and 

US RT 50.We even took the '67 GTO on a 2800 mile 

Hot Rod Power Tour in '07. I truly enjoy seeing this 

great country and associating with great people like 

you. Thanks for having us as members. 

Hi fellow auto enthusiasts, my name is Mark 

Dinsmore. I am the newest member of SRAACA. My 

stepson Nathan Rhodes and good friend Barry Smith 

invited me to join. I am 52 years young and married to 

a great woman, Carolyn, who puts up with my car ac-

tivities. I have two kids, Nathan and Rachael, and 

three grandkids. They are car nuts too. Carolyn isn't so 

much a car nut but loves to drive a Mercedes Benz! 

She is currently in her second one, a SLK 230 road-

ster. 

 

I currently own three Pontiacs, a Harley, a Mercedes 

and a Dodge. As a young man of driving age, I be-

came a fan of Pontiac GTO's. I grew up in Newport, 

Me. In high school my first car was a '68 Pontiac Sta-

tion Wagon, affectionately dubbed the Shag'n wagon. 

I hopped it up as far as my meager funds would allow. 

Then I got a '67 Pontiac LeMans HT. I put the GTO 

hood and turn signal lights in it and a 400 ci motor. I 

even painted it with a little help. My dad was a Pontiac 

guy also. He owned three over the years I was at 

home. 

 

In college I bought a 72 AMC Matador 2 dr, put a 401 

Javelin motor in it and took it drag racing. (on a track 

of course.) It made the perfect sleeper, looked just like 

a little old ladies car. I won my bracket that summer 

and terrorized the streets of Newport. Now I'm really 

hooked on cars. That car also taught me some me-

chanical skills, and I had some good friends to help 

out. My dad had a '70 Camaro then. My dad, brothers 

an I loved to tinker on the cars. 

 

After college I moved to Winchester for a job. Within 

a year I had found a used '77 Pontiac Can Am. This 

was Pontiacs effort to resurrect the GTO image after 3 

years. It was a LeMans Sport Coupe with louvered 

rear windows, a ducktail spoiler and shaker hood 

scoop. Only came in white with red, orange and yel-

low Judge style stripes. But alas I had to sell it when I  



 

 


